Middleton Parish Council

Mr Mitesh Rathod

Corby Borough Council

Regeneration and Growth

Deene House

New Post Office Square

Corby

NN17 1GD

2nd November 2010

Dear Mr Rathod

 Re 08/00373/DPA  Land off Ashley Road, Middleton – Removal of Condition 1 to allow permanent and non-personal use.  

This is to advise that the above application was considered by Middleton Parish Council on 28th October 2010. Middleton Parish Council has objected to the application on the following grounds:

1.  Referring to the odour impact report associated with this application, the predictions for odour nuisance on the site are represented by line sketches in the report (pages 11 &12), the lines in figure 5.2 are very close (a few metres) to the caravan locations. The council is concerned that even with a small margin of data error, the actual odour nuisance could potentially directly affect the location of the caravans under certain conditions. The report acknowledges,  “ Deviations from the prediction may arise” (Page 10). 

Because of the marginal conclusions of the potential nuisance, council agreed that it was not possible to make a planning decision with reasonable certainty.  Council agreed that the Planning Inspectorate’s “precautionary “ approach when reaching the appeal decision was justified because of the lack of scientific evidence available, and felt that the present report also did not appear to provide evidence of sufficient reliability to conclude that the site is suitable for permanent residence. (Appeal decision APP/U2805/C/09/2097945 refers)

2. Council believes that the odour report is not conclusive because it does not address the Inspector’s stated concern that the appeal site development could potentially suppress future development of the sewage works (e.g. expansion of its capacity). Whilst the working capacity of the STW is referred to in the report, data is based on a date of 2003, which councillors felt may be too outdated to be useful. The report does not appear to have taken into account potential future residential and commercial developments in the areas served by the STW, consequent expansion of the works and how that would potentially affect any future odour nuisance issues. 

I also attach the official minutes of the relevant planning meeting, which should provide further background to our decision. 

Yours sincerely

Dryden Phillipson

Chair,

Middleton Parish Council

C/o Parish Clerk, 3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 
