Middleton Parish Council   Chairman Cllr. Dryden Phillipson
Chairman’s Report 2008/09

Introduction

I would like to present my report at the end of my second year as Chairman, and would like to sincerely thank fellow councillors and the parish clerk for their support during that time. 
Council Activities
· Planning. 
The parish council monitors all planning applications submitted within the parish, and where appropriate, submits comments and observations to the local planning authority. Planning applications often involve changes to our environment and even our quality of life, so can be contentious. The Government ethos behind planning laws is that development is permitted unless there is good reason to refuse it. It is therefore important for local people to have a voice in local planning matters, and I would encourage residents to get involved by letting councillors know of any planning issues they feel strongly about. 
· Highways. 
  I am very aware of the nuisance and potential danger caused to residents by the failed re-surfacing job throughout the village. The work was carried out by contractors May Gurney for Northants County council (NCC).  I am assured by NCC that they will not be paid for the work. I am very disappointed that it will have taken NCC over 8 months to begin to rectify the problem, despite our parish council submitting numerous complaints to NCC including their Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation. The standard of work and the subsequent response is unacceptable, and I would urge concerned residents to make written complaints to NCC Highways on the issue.
· Village Lighting.
The economic downturn has adversely affected revenues for Corby Borough Council (CBC) which has forced a review of many types of expenditure. I sit as Parish Representative on the Overview and Scrutiny Committee of  CBC, and was able to get an early view of a proposal to scrap the (modest) 5 year capital budget for village lighting improvements.  Arguing that adequate lighting in villages is an essential safety and security issue, CBC were persuaded to withdraw the proposed cuts. Although the budget remains tight, if there are any areas of the village you feel have inadequate lighting to provide safety and security, please contact a parish councillor to discuss.


· Dog Fouling

During 2008, the parish council invested £624 in three dog waste bins located in Ashley Road, Glover Court and Camsdale Walk. The cost of emptying the bins is covered by CBC. The bins were erected to remove the last possible excuse for the anti-social behaviour of a tiny minority of dog owners. Incredibly, there are still one or two dog owners that will not clean up, even within feet of the new bins. Offenders are being witnessed however, and their names will be passed to environmental health officers for action.  
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· Speeding 
Traffic volumes are relatively low through Middleton, with much of it being concentrated during commuting periods in the morning and evening. Excessive speed by some vehicles is a problem however, and I am pleased the parish council continues to support the Community Speed-Watch Scheme. More volunteers are needed to operate the professional speed-gun, following a short training session with Northants. Police. I believe it is important that residents get involved; it presents a powerful message to would-be offenders. It shows we take seriously the safety of our community, and especially our children.  
· Community Hall and Public Open Space
In September 2008, the developers of Glover Court transferred ownership to the Borough of the designated land which includes the old orchard. The orchard is a lovely peaceful spot that many feel should be retained (with a bit of tidying).Plans for the new hall are being worked on by Kettering architects, Gotch Saunders and Surridge (GSS) and I hope these will be available for public viewing by the Summer of 2009.  
· Cottingham and Middleton Youth Club
 I am delighted that the new Youth Club launched successfully during 2008. The council were pleased to donate £1500 to this project. I would like to express my admiration for the tireless efforts of those who succeeded in creating this very important community benefit. 
· Grass Cutting

The council has not been happy with the standard of grass cutting in the village for some time, so decided to seek an alternative contractor for 2009. I am pleased to report that the new firm has started the current new season with favourable results so far.
· Parish Finances
I am pleased to report that the Parish Council has run its finances for the year 2008-09 in a responsible manner fully complying with its legal and statutory requirements. I particularly thank our parish clerk who helped the council gain a clean Internal Audit report. The parish council was able to reduce the annual precept by about 5% to £6464 compared with the previous year. 
· Please visit our web-site  www.middleton-northants-pc.gov.uk
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