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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 18th April 2007 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Allsop (Chair), Claypole, Cole, Curtis, Dickens, Phillipson, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk), NCC Sara Mason (Adult Learning Services), NCC Bob Birkett and Katie Brown (Rights of Way) and three members of the public.

1.  Apologies for Absence:     Cllr Ainge
2.  Declaration of Interest:      Cllr Phillipson declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Middleton Village Hall project.

         



3. Minutes: The minutes of 21st March 2007 were duly approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Dickens          

                   Seconded Cllr Cole 

4.  Matters Arising:
Cllr Phillipson reported that the new light had been installed opposite School Hill, but had not yet been connected.


5. Rural Pride Officer’s Report:
Did not attend.


6. Borough  and County Councillor’s Report:

County Cllr Heggs reported that approx £1.5 Million had been withdrawn from the County Highways budget.

7. Community Support Officer Report:

CSO did not attend.


8. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

No comment. 
(Meeting closed to the public).                                  



9. NCC Adult Learning Services:
The Chairman introduced Ms Sara Mason of NCC Adult Learning Service who described her role as facilitating the provision of recreational services within the parishes. Ms Mason agreed to attend the Meeting Room Open Day later in the summer.


10. Village Hall Project:

Cllr Phillipson reported on the meeting between himself, Cllr Allsop and Peter Floody (CBC) on 4th April to confirm the Parish Council’s agreement to lease the land on a 99 year lease with a peppercorn rent. Peter Floody agreed to prepare the lease documents after confirmation that the site is fit for the intended purpose.


11. Traffic Calming:

It was noted that works had commenced to repair the pot holes on Ashley Road. Cllr Phillipson agreed to contact Atkins with regards to the correct ‘Gateway’ sign being replaced on the road (action DP). 
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12. Footpath:
The Chairman welcomed Mr Bob Birkett and Ms Katie Brown of NCC Rights of Way. Mr Birkett said that previous feedback from the public had been the driving force behind the major improvements to the footpath from Middleton to East Carlton and stated that the measurement spec was now a legal requirement. The Parish 
Council expressed their disappointment that they had not been formally notified of the intended works or start date until well after work had commenced. Mr Birkett agreed to put weights on the hand gates and confirmed that Atkins would be repairing the broken drains.


13. Planning:
Mushroom Farm, Wood Lane – Cllr Allsop reported that Diane Foster (CBC Planning Enforcement Officer) had given notice to remove the static home by the end of the week otherwise legal action would be taken. The Council requested a letter be written to Planning Department expressing their concerns over the developments on this site (action JM).

Little Meadow, Cottingham – The Parish Council wished to acknowledge that some of the parishioners of Middleton had donated to the Appeal Fund and that with regret they are not able to pledge parish funds.


14. Tree Warden:
Cllr Phillipson told the Council that NCC has asked NALC to take responsibility for the Tree Warden Scheme, the function of which is to monitor trees in the parish, particularly in conservation areas. There is currently a vacancy for the position of Tree Warden in Middleton and Cllr Phillipson agreed to contact the previous warden, Mr Jack Pearson, regarding duties etc (action DP).


15. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature and agreed:

100960
Allianz Cornhill Insurance

               337.78
100961
NALC Subscription



   109.00
100962
NALC Audit




   126.00

100963
Leaflet Drop




     10.00

100964
VHMC Jan – March



     27.50

100965
Best Host website



     17.25

b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         12,811.95

Business Reserve




              158.92
Community Account


            
           1,282.25
Less Allocation for Village Hall


         12,000.00

Total:





                       2,253.12
                                                                                                                                          

16.  Correspondence:

Amongst other correspondence were the following items:

Minutes – Weldon and Gretton PC’s  
NCC – The Waymarker / Bus Times
CBC – Full Council Minutes
NALC – Newsletter Issue 5 & 6 / Training Programme 2007 / Legal Briefing
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Postwatch – Post Office Closures
Friends of Rockingham Forest - Newsletter

ACRE – Village Hall Forum Newsletter
Northamptonshire Police – Monthly Crime Report 

ICO – Freedom of Information Act 2000

Communities and local Government – Model Code of Conduct 2007
Letters    CBC Chris Mallender re Section 106 Glover Court     

17.  Any Other Business:

Cllr Cole drew the Council’s attention to the telephone box which had been broken by vandals, Clerk to contact BT (action JM).

New Distribution List to be placed on next month’s agenda.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm  
Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 16th May 2007.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234

