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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 16th December 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Phillipson (Chair), Ainge, Alvey, Brant, Cole, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk), CBC Ms Suzanne Preston, Cottingham PC Cllr Geoff Hudson and PCSO Mark Tooley.
1.  Apologies for Absence:     Cllr Claypole.  
2.  Declaration of Interest:      Cllr Phillipson declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Middleton Village Hall project.         

3. Minutes of 18th November 2009
The minutes were duly approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Cole      Seconded Cllr Alvey                  

4.  Matters Arising:

The Chairman reported that funding of £1000 is available from ACRE and will be used to refresh the existing Parish Plan.


5. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

The Chairman welcomed the visitors.

Ms Preston raised the matter of car parking charges at East Carlton Park and told the Council that extensive consultation and feasibility study would be carried out in 2010. 

She also reported on a fund of £2,500 available for Cottingham Play Area which could be used to realise main funding from WREN.  

Cottingham Cllr Hudson raised the CPRE April 2010 Litter Pick and requested involvement from Middleton. 
PCSO Tooley reported metal thefts in Cottingham. The Council requested police presence along Main Street to deter speeding after dark. 
The Chairman thanked the visitors who left the meeting at 8 pm. 

(Meeting closed to the public.)                            



6. Cottingham and Middleton Community Hall:
The Chairman informed that the 106 Agreement was in the process of being amended to facilitate parking. The Council agreed various proposals including adopting the land but not the culvert.  

7. Highways:
Overhanging trees, Darescroft – The Council noted that these trees had still not been cut back despite a more formal letter being sent to the occupier of the property. Council agreed to refer the matter to County Highways (action JM).
Lighting – A quote of £2,000 had been received for new lamp at the entrance to Swinglers Path. The Clerk to contact County Cllr Heggs re available monies in Cllr Fund (action JM).
Speeding – The Chair requested that further volunteers be sought and trained to use the Community Speed Gun. 
Severe Weather Plan – The Chair asked the Council to give some thought to formulating an emergency plan which would include identifying vulnerable people and response actions. Chair to circulate copy of draft plan (action DP). 


8. Broadband:
The Council discussed the possibility of improving broadband speeds in the village. Clerk to research further (action JM). 
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9 Casual Vacancy for Councillor:
The Council agreed to co-opt Ms Sarah Brant as Councillor on the Parish Council. Cllr Brant duly made a Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of Cllrs Phillipson, Ainge, Alvey, Cole and Dickens. 


10. Planning:
09/00402/CAC         4 The Hill        Demolish and rebuild Stone Wall      The Council agreed that no comment would be made.


11. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature:

101061
Cottingham VHMC



   13.75

101062
British Legion




   30.00

101063
Countryside Gardens (Village grass cutting)    240.00

b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         58,147.72
Business Reserve




              165.84
Community Account


            
           6,379.63
Less Allocation for Village Hall


         57,640.10
Total:





                       7,053.09
                                                                                                                                          

12. VHMC (Annexe):
In Cllr Claypole’s absence there was nothing to discuss.


13.  Correspondence:

Minutes – Weldon (e-mailed) Parish Council
Northants Police – Parish Crime Figures (e-mailed)
CBC – Full Council Minutes / One
CPRE – Stop the Drop Campaign  
Northants 50+ Network – Newsletter

ACRE – Village Viewpoint                  
Victim Support – Annual Review
NCALC - Update



14. Late Entry Correspondence:
There was none. 


15.  Any Other Business:
The Clerk gave her apologies for the next meeting, Cllr Dickens to take minutes.  



 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm   
Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 20th January 2010.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234

