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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 18th February 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Phillipson (Chair), Ainge, Alvey, Cole, Dickens and Robertson, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk), County Cllr Heggs and PCs Meadwell and Heyward.
1.  Apologies for Absence:     Cllr Claypole.  
2.  Declaration of Interest:      Cllr Phillipson declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Middleton Village Hall project.

         

3. Minutes: The minutes of 21st January 2009 were taken as a true record and duly approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Cole      Seconded Cllr Robertson

4.  Matters Arising:

There were no matters arising.


5. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

The Chairman welcomed PCs Meadwell and Heyward and County Cllr Heggs. 
PC Meadwell discussed the benefits of Smart water and its excellent deterrent to burglars, also that it was the time of year for theft of lawn mowing equipment. He also brought to the Councils attention that cutting hedges or trees when birds nesting was illegal.
Cllr Heggs reported that all County Snow ploughs and gritters had been in operation during the recent heavy snow falls and that following protests from parishes the lighting budget had been reinstated for the villages. 
The Chairman thanked the visitors who duly left the meeting. 

(Meeting closed to the public.)                            



6. Highways:
Road Surface – The Council awaiting a response from County after the matter was raised at the Overview and Scrutiny Meeting.
Water Leak, Main Street – The leak seems to have reappeared and has been particularly hazardous during the icy weather. Council to report again to Anglian Water (action JM).

Wood Lane - Bridleway overgrown, Council to report to Mr Bob Birkett (NCC Rights of Way) (action JM).
Middleton Lane – The Council felt that as this highway is used by public transport it ought to be gritted and agreed to put this forward to the Borough Council (action JM).


7. Cottingham and Middleton Community Hall:
The Chair produced rough drawings of the community hall which has been extended to incorporate a short tennis/badminton court. AGM will be on 7th April. 

8. Village Matters:
Dog Fouling – The Chairman produced some signs for laminating, the aim being to keep awareness up.  
Allotments – The Chairman informed that negotiations were still ongoing.
CBC Budget for Dog Waste Bins – The Council noted that CBC had found money within the budget to provide dog waste bins for Corby but Middleton had been forced to fund its own.

9. Freedom of Information:
The Council agreed to adopt the model Freedom of Information Publication Scheme as issued by the Information Commissioner. 
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Next step is to complete the Guide to Information ready for approval. 



10. Planning:
08/00463/DPA     4 The Hill           Replace Roof Tiles      CBC Permission Granted. 
Unauthorised Travellers Site, Ashley Road        CBC Permission Refused, notice to quit one month from 16th February 2009. 



11. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature:

101031
VHMC Hall Hire



   21.00

101032
Loan Rep / Playing Field Maintenance
  422.18
101033
Clerk Salary and Expenses


  576.00

b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         62,412.28
Business Reserve




              165.32
Community Account


            
           4,133.82
Less Allocation for Village Hall


         62,740.00
Total:





                       3,971.85
                                                                                                                                          

12. VHMC (Annexe):
Nothing to report.


13.  Correspondence:

Minutes – Cottingham, East Carlton and Gretton  PC’s  (Weldon circulated by e-mail)
Northants Police – Monthly Crime Figures
CBC – Rural Pride Newsletter / Full Council Minutes
NCALC - Update

ACRE – Village of the Year Competition
Letter –  BTCV re Project Work

14. Late Entry Correspondence:
The Clerk circulated a letter from Phil Hope MP referring to the Cottingham / Middleton Village sign which had been removed by the developers of Glover Court. The Chair explained that a new sign had been provided by the Borough Council but was currently unsuitable for the site until the foliage had been removed. The Council agreed to respond as such to Phil Hope MP (action JM).


15.  Any Other Business:
Cllr Phillipson gave his apologies for the next meeting, Cllr Dickens to chair.    



 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00 pm  
Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 18th March 2009.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234

