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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 18th July 2007 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Phillipson (Chair), Alvey, Ainge, Cole, Dickens, Robertson, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk) and Rural Pride Officer Suzanne Preston.

1.  Apologies for Absence:     Gemma Claypole
2.  Declaration of Interest:      Cllr Phillipson declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Middleton Village Hall project.

         



3. Minutes of 20th June 2007:
Item 10 – Should read Cottingham and Middleton Village Hall Trust (Northants)
The minutes were then approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Ainge          

                   Seconded Cllr Dickens 

4.  Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising.


5. New Councillors:
Cllrs Alvey and Robertson, who were co-opted onto the Parish Council in June, made a Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of Cllrs Phillipson, Ainge, Cole and Dickens.
The Parish Council agreed to the following positions:-

Snow Officer – It was agreed this position is no longer appropriate.
Rights of Way Officer – Cllr Cole

Parish Plan – Cllrs Phillipson and Robertson

Planning Committee – Cllrs Cole, Ainge and Dickens
Village Hall – Cllrs Cole and Robertson

Traffic – Cllr Ainge

VHMC Rep – Cllr Alvey


6. Rural Pride Officer’s Report:
Ms Preston reported that Nigel Channer has taken over from Emma Granger (CBC Legal Department) and that he is aware of site meeting and urgency to move the project forward. Cllr Phillipson asked Ms Preston to set up a meeting with Mr Channer and himself.
Ms Preston left the meeting.


7. Community Support Officer Report:

CSO did not attend.
The Clerk reported that the police were aware of the abandoned car on The Hill.

Cllr Ainge said he was still trying to sort out Neighbourhood Watch reports to raise awareness in the village.


8. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

No comment. 
(Meeting closed to the public).                                  
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9. Village Hall Project:
An architect from the firm Inkpen Downie had been invited to discuss the project at the site on 1st August, to be followed by a slide presentation at 11.30 in the Annexe. Cllr Phillipson asked for volunteers to attend.


10. Village Lighting / Sign / Grass Cutting / Dog Fouling:

Hill House lamp still to be fitted.
Miller Homes had disconnected the power from the electrical box at the entrance to Glover Court but the box itself was not removed. Cllr Phillipson had reported this to Ian Tattersall, Borough Engineer. The two signs are still to be erected.

The Clerk reported that she had met the mowing contractors on site and the quality of the last cut had improved.

The Clerk reported that Ian Hopewell (CBC Environmental Health) would be providing dog litter bins and dog fouling signs.


11. Traffic Calming:
The Community Speed Watch programme is in progress, with Middleton having use of a Police Speed camera for three weeks.


12. Footpath:
Camsdale Walk – has been strimmed but not cleared. Cllr Phillipson to speak to Peter Taylor (Cottingham Parish Council) re clearing (action DP). 
Middleton/East Carlton – Gates still have no weights and the latches need repairing. A site meeting is required, the Council agreed to write to Jim Cosford (NCC Rights of Way) as a matter of urgency (action DP).


13. Planning:
Wantage Mews, Main Street 07/00293/DPA – Two storey extension   - No comment

7 Ashley Road                         07/00148/DPA – Double Garage             - It was noted that this application had been refused by Borough Planning.


14. Parish Plan:
Cllr Phillipson informed the new councillors that a copy of the parish plan could be downloaded from the parish website. A working party has now been formed to review and implement parish plan policy.


15. Councillor Training:
Cllr Phillipson drew attention to the NALC training courses on offer for new councillors, clerks and chairmen and asked that the Council approved expenditure for these courses. The Council agreed and the Clerk was asked to circulate the next round of courses (action JM).


16. Parish Council Newsletter:
The Council discussed having an occasional parish council news-sheet, to raise awareness of the council’s activities and encourage village involvement, promote website and to introduce councillors. Cllrs Phillipson and Robertson agreed to design an example (action DP and JR).



17. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature and agreed:

100973
VHMC




        7.50
100974
John O’Conner - Grass Cutting           
    103.35
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100975
VHMC




        7.50

100976
CPRE Subs




      27.00

b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         13,136.69
Business Reserve




              160.65
Community Account


            
           7,328.79
Less Allocation for Village Hall


         13,000.00

Total:





                       7,626.13
                                                                                                                                          

18.  Correspondence:

Amongst other correspondence were the following items:

Minutes – Weldon, Cottingham and Gretton PC’s  
Clerks and Councils Direct

CBC – Full Council Minutes / Rural Area Forum Minutes / Rural Pride Newsletters

CPRE – Outlook / AGM Minutes
ACRE – AGM Minutes

Northamptonshire Police – Monthly Crime Report 
Letters - Cllr Rutt re Joint Parish Councils and Little Meadow

            -  Mrs S Dowie re Pocket Park

            -  Cottingham Church re donation for footpath repairs
The Council agreed to invite Mrs Dowie to the next meeting to discuss her letter.



19.  Any Other Business:

There was no other business.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm  
Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 19th September 2007.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234

