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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 20th June 2007 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Phillipson (Chair), Ainge, Cole, Dickens, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk) and two members of the public.

1.  Apologies for Absence:     None
2.  Declaration of Interest:      Cllr Phillipson declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Middleton Village Hall project.

         



3. Minutes: The minutes of 16th May 2007 were duly approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Dickens          

                   Seconded Cllr Cole 

4.  Matters Arising:
Cllr Phillipson said he had collected the archive Parish Records from the County Record Office and was currently scanning them onto disc.

The Council commented that the previous grass cut had again been unsatisfactory and agreed to request a site meeting with the contractors to discuss cut quality and Health and Safety (action JM).


5. Rural Pride Officer’s Report:
Ms Suzanne Preston, Rural Pride Officer informed the Council that there was funding (Money 4 Youth) available to improve service provision for young people. 

Also Northants Touring Arts looking for volunteers to promote and advertise their performances.
Regarding the proposed Village Hall, the Chairman asked Ms Preston to pass on to CBC Legal Department the Council’s frustration that after three months, the promised meeting between CBC, the developer and Middleton Parish Council had not materialised. Ms Preston said she would look into this.
Ms Preston left the meeting at the end of this item.


6. Community Support Officer Report:

CSO did not attend.
Cllr Ainge reported that the vandalised phone box had been repaired. Cllr Dickens drew attention to the abandoned car on The Hill.



7. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

No comment. 
(Meeting closed to the public).                                  



8. Village Lighting:
Cllr Phillipson reported that he was in correspondence with CBC Engineer Ian Tattersall who had not as yet committed to budget or timescale. All but one of the required replacement lamps had been completed, with the one located at Hill House remaining.


9. Village Sign:
Cllr Phillipson informed the Council that the new village sign, to be erected opposite the Manor House, Main Street, will be fitted after 3rd July once the live power box has been removed by Miller Homes.
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10. Village Hall Project:

The Chairman reported that an architect was coming on 11th July, free of charge to look at site and show portfolio. The name change has now been approved and will be Middleton and Cottingham Village Hall Trust.


11. Traffic Calming:
Cllr Phillipson advised that the speed cameras will be available to use in the village from 7th July for six weeks, alternative full weeks with Dingley and that more volunteers are still needed to man the equipment, preferably at peak times.


12. Footpath East Carlton/Middleton:
It was noted that the bolt was missing from the bottom gate, no weights on either gate had been fitted and that although the drain had been cleared, the mud had been left on the footpath. The Council agreed to request a site meeting with NCC Rights of Way to rectify these matters (action JM).
The Council discussed bidding for an allocation of funds (£10K) available to the villages and agreed to request a safety gate at the bottom of the footpath opposite The Red Lion (action DP).
The Council also discussed the damaged wall and overgrown footpath on the Jurassic Way by Camsdale Walk and agreed to contact Cottingham Parish Council to organise a joint working party to clear the path (action DP).


13. Planning:
Mushroom Farm, Wood Lane  - 07/00221/DPA
The Council agreed to submit to planning the comment that the land has been designated as having high landscape value and commented that the hedges and trees should be retained and managed. Their concerns were vehicular access onto a very busy major road, that there would be a subsequent request for a house and that a static caravan had been lodged there illegally for the past year.


14. Dog Fouling:
The Council agreed to replace the temporary ‘Dog Fouling’ signs with permanent ones and to find out whether any funding is available for the provision and emptying of bins (action JM).


15. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature and agreed:

100968
Election Expenses


                 75.00
100969
Village Hall Forum - Subscription
                 37.50
100970
Best Host Website



     75.00

100971
ACRE – Subscription  


     33.00

100972
Grass Cutting




    103.35
b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         13,136.69
Business Reserve




              158.92
Community Account


            
           7,680.65
Less Allocation for Village Hall


         13,000.00

Total:





                       7,976.46
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16. Councillor Vacancies:
The Council agreed to co-opt Mrs Gemma Claypole, Mrs Yvonne Alvey and Mrs Janet Richardson on to the Parish Council. These new Councillors will make their Declaration of Acceptance of Office at the next meeting


17.  Correspondence:

Amongst other correspondence were the following items:

Minutes – Weldon, Stanion, Cottingham and Gretton PC’s  
CPRE – Fieldwork

NALC – Newsletter May-June / Village Viewpoint
ACRE – Village Hall Forum Newsletter / The Playing Field
Northamptonshire Police – Monthly Crime Report 
Standards Board –  Code of Conduct 2007     

18.  Any Other Business:

There was no other business


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm  
Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 18th July 2007.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234

