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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 18th March 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Ainge, Alvey, Claypole, Cole and Dickens (Acting Chair), Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk), County Cllr Heggs and PCSOs Beckett and Bieda.
1.  Apologies for Absence:     Cllrs Phillipson and Robertson.  
2.  Declaration of Interest:      None.         

3. Minutes: The minutes of 18th February 2009 were taken as a true record and duly approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Ainge      Seconded Cllr Cole

4.  Matters Arising:

Clerk reported that the water leak had been reported and a site visit made by Anglian Water.


5. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

Cllr Dickens welcomed County Cllr Heggs  and PCSOs Beckett and Bieda. 
Cllr Heggs expressed concerns that changes to the ‘Working Time Directive’ may have adverse affect on the number of fire fighters in the County. Also after a meeting with May Geurney was pleased with progress in County road maintenance. 

PCSO Beckett raised concerns about the increase in rural burglaries and aimed to put together a ‘Crime Prevention’ leaflet drop. He agreed to provide the village with ‘Smartwater’ signs which act as a good deterrent and to arrange a ‘Neighbourhood Watch’ information meeting for residents. 

The Chairman thanked the visitors who duly left the meeting. 

(Meeting closed to the public.)                            



6. Highways:
Road Surface – The Council has been informed that road surface will be replaced mid to late April. 


7. Cottingham and Middleton Community Hall:
Nothing to report.



8. Rural Area Forum:
The Council considered the new constitution and agreed with the three proposed amendments - 
    a.  that the Chair of the Forum shall always be a Parish Councillor; the Vice Chair shall always be a Borough Councillor;
    b.
that both the Leader & Deputy Leader of the Borough Council are ex-officio members of the Forum; and
    c.
that the Rural Forum Meetings are open to attendance by the Press & Public.



9. Cottingham and Middleton Welcome Pack:
The Council agreed in principle to be included in the ‘Cottingham and Middleton Welcome Pack’ and requested that they see a copy of the pack and an idea of costs. Cllr Alvey agreed to liaise with Cottingham. 


10. Planning:
There were no planning applications for consideration.

With regards to the Ashley Road Travellers application, the Council expressed their 
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disappointment in the planning system that the notice to quit cannot be enforced as an appeal against CBCs refusal had been lodged. 


11. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature:

101034
VHMC Hall Hire



   11.00

101035
Ink Cartridges




   34.98
b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         62,412.28
Business Reserve




              165.32
Community Account


            
           4,087.84
Less Allocation for Village Hall


         62,740.00
Total:





                       3,925.87
                                                                                                                                          

12. VHMC (Annexe):
Nothing to report.



13.  Correspondence:

Minutes – Cottingham and Gretton  PC’s  (Weldon circulated by e-mail)
Northants Police – Monthly Crime Figures (circulated e-mail)
Clerks and Councils Direct

CBC –  Full Council Minutes
Town and Parish Standard
ACRE – National Village Hall Survey


14. Late Entry Correspondence:
There was none. 


15.  Any Other Business:
The Council acknowledged the new Cottingham / Middleton Village Sign and expressed their gratitude to Cllrs Cole and Phillipson for clearing the site and erecting the sign. 

CPRE has donated two yellow jackets as part of their ‘Stop the Litter’ Campaign. 


 There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm  
Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 15th April 2009.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234

