                               MIDDLETON PARISH COUNCIL                  

                                                                                                              382
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 20th May 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Phillipson (Chair), Ainge, Alvey, Claypole, Cole, Dickens and Robertson, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk) and PCSO Phil Beckett.
1.  Apologies for Absence:     None
2.  Declaration of Interest:      Cllr Phillipson declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Middleton Village Hall project.

         



3. Election of Officers:
The position of Chairman was open to all Councillors. Cllr Dickens nominated Cllr Phillipson and was seconded by Cllr Ainge. Cllr Phillipson agreed to become Chairman.
The position of Vice-Chairman was opened to all Councillors. Cllr Ainge nominated Cllr Dickens and was seconded by Cllr Cole. Cllr Dickens agreed to become Vice-Chairman.



4. Declaration of Acceptance:
Cllr Robertson offered her resignation from her position as Parish Councillor due to work commitments. Cllr Phillipson thanked her on behalf of the Council for all her support and hard work during her time in office. 
The remaining Councillors completed and signed the Declaration of Office forms.


5. Election of Sub Committees:
The Parish Council agreed to the following positions:-

(i)   Parish Plan – Cllrs Phillipson and Cole
(ii)  Planning  – Cllrs Cole, Ainge and Dickens

(iii) Highways / Rights of Way / Environment  – Cllr Cole and Claypole
(iv) Village Hall Project– Cllrs Cole and Phillipson
(v)  VHMC Rep – Cllr Claypole

William Downhall Charity – Cllr Alvey

The Chairman explained that the Chair and Vice Chair are ex-officio members of all sub-committees.


6. Minutes: The minutes of 15th April 2009 were duly approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Alvey         Seconded Cllr Cole      

7.  Matters Arising:

Welcome Pack – Still no response from Cllrs Bowman and Davison (Cottingham Parish Council). 
Rural Transport Review – still work in progress.


8. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

The Chairman welcomed PCSO Phil Beckett.
PCSO Beckett informed the Council that crime rates in the rural areas were still low and that night patrols were continuing in the area. He also raised awareness of the zero tolerance to door to door sales people, that any sightings must be reported to the police.
The Chairman thanked PCSO Beckett who duly left the meeting. 

(Meeting closed to the public.)                            
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9. Village Hall Project:
The Chairman reported that a meeting with CBC Chief Executive, Legal and Planning Departments next week would hopefully resolve parking issues and allow the planning application to proceed. 


10. Highways:
New Road Surface – The Council observed that the new road surface dressing had been laid, that the potholes had not been repaired first and requested that Richard Woodhouse (May Gurney) be contacted and that either he or Mr Robinson be invited to a future parish meeting (action JM). 
PCSO Traffic Survey Report - The Chairman circulated speed data collected around the village.


11. Smartwater:
The Clerk reported that funding has now been received to purchase Smartwater. The Council continued to discuss allocation and Cllr Ainge agreed to investigate price rise (action RA). The Council expressed their thanks to Cllrs Ainge and Cole for erecting the ‘Smartwater’ signs. 


12. Planning:
There were no applications to discuss.
The Council expressed their concern that no letter regarding the Ashley Road Travellers Site Appeal had been received by the Council. Clerk to write to Chris Nunn (CBC) (action JM).


13. Grass Cutting:
The Council discussed the poor quality of the last Glover Court cut and agreed to discuss with the contractors the possibility of improving the grass sward and weeding the culvert (action JM).


14. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature and agreed:

101039
Countryside Gardens



     360.00
101040
Clerk Salary and Expenses


     605.25
An allocation of £1,000 was made to the Village Hall Fund as agreed in the budget.

b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         62,412.28
Business Reserve




              165.78
Community Account


            
           3,434.07
Less Allocation for Village Hall


         63,740.00

Total:





                       2,272.13
c) The Clerk reported that following a successful internal audit, the 2008/09 accounts had been presented to the external auditor. Also that the Business Reserve Account for February and March 09 should read £165.75 not £165.32.
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15. Refuse Collection:
The Council discussed the problem of School Hill and the fact that the empty bins were often left at the bottom of the hill for several days. The Council agreed to write to Ian Hopewell (CBC) (action JM).


16. VHMC:
Cllr Claypole reported on finances and activities and commented that any donations to repairs would be gratefully received. 


17. Proposed Wind Farm, Pipewell:
Cllr Dickens reported on presentation and information evening.



18.  Correspondence:

Amongst other correspondence were the following items:

Minutes –Weldon (e-mailed), Cottingham. East Carlton and Gretton PC’s  
Clerks and Councils Direct

Northants police – Monthly Crime Report (e-mailed) / Community Policing

CPRE – Outlook

Letters    Infinergy re New Albion Wind Farm


19.  Any Other Business:

Casual councillor vacancy for next agenda. 


 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm  
Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 17th June 2009.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234

