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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 19th November 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Phillipson (Chair), Ainge, Alvey, Claypole, Cole and Dickens, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk) and Cllr David Swallow (Cottingham Parish Council).

1.  Apologies for Absence:     Cllr Robertson    
2.  Declaration of Interest:      Cllr Phillipson declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Middleton Village Hall project.

         

3. Minutes: The minutes of 15th October 2008 were duly approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Cole        Seconded Cllr Ainge  

4.  Matters Arising:

Grass Cutting – Alternative contractor meeting with Cllr Dickens tomorrow to quote for next years contract.

Spring, The Hill – Clerk has referred the matter on to Corby Borough Council. 


5. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

The Chairman welcomed Cllr David Swallow from Cottingham Parish Council. 
Cllr Swallow introduced himself as secretary of the new Cottingham and Middleton Youth Club and reported on its progress, future direction and funding requirements. The Council offered its full support and thanked Cllr Swallow who duly left the meeting. 

(Meeting closed to the public.)                            



6. Village Hall Project:
Cllr Phillipson reported that the land has now been officially transferred from Miller Homes to Corby Borough Council and that the design is still being worked on to accommodate parking. Plans for AGM in January.


7. Highways:
Jurassic Way Footpath – Cllr Phillipson read out a letter from Bob Birkett (NCC Rights of Way) stating their intention to lay new drain pipe from hand gate down to the road drain to rectify problems with drainage. The work was being delayed because of the condition of the stone wall belonging to number 4 The Hill. It was noted that the overhanging branches on the Camsdale Walk Jurassic Way had been cut back by a resident.
School Hill  – The refuse collection has been reviewed and lorries will now not exit School Hill down the hill via the bend. The Council agreed to discuss road widening here and the state of the new road surfaces in the village with Richard Woodhouse (May Gurney) at the next meeting.

Speeding Traffic – Traffic data received from the Speed Gun proved to be inconclusive, the Council felt that the times of use may be ineffective. It was agreed that details of the time of day when the speed gun was used were needed. Clerk to request this information from Safety in the Community Team (Action JM).

8. Village Matters:
BT Phone Box – Cllr Phillipson informed the Council that cost of sponsoring the phone box would be £500 per year. The Council reiterated that they strongly objected to BT’s suggestion of removing the village phone box. It was agreed that if and when notice was given by BT for the removal of the phone, the community would be consulted re sponsorship.  It was agreed to write to Phil Hope MP (action DP).
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Fly Tipping – Cllr Phillipson circulated a map from Suzanne Preston detailing the fly tipping hotspots which the Council duly approved. 


9. Planning
The minutes of the council’s planning meeting of 4th November were circulated and approved
08/00470/DPA    6 Glover Court   Single Storey Extension      The Council agreed that no comment would be made. 
08/00463/DPA      4 The Hill    New Roof          The Council agreed that no comment would be made.

08/00497/DPA   12 School Hill    New Dwelling in Existing Garden  The Council objected on a number of grounds including: outside the village “building Line”, loss of mature trees, potential parking problems.


10. VHMC (School Hall Annexe):
Cllr Claypole reported on activities and the financial situation.

11. Middleton Conservation Area:
Conservation Area – Cllr Phillipson circulated a map of the existing area and asked the Council their views on extending the conservation area within the village. He commented that Cottingham Parish were keen to extend their area to include The Dale and Lime Kilns. It was agreed to consult with the residents via the newsletter.
Cllr Dickens asked that a list of trees with preservation orders be provided by Corby Borough (action JM).


12. NCC Public Participation and External Communication Strategy:
Cllr Phillipson informed the Council that the County Council were forming a strategy to improve communications with parish councils and that NALC were working on a protocol which would be circulated on completion. 


13. Smart Water:
The Clerk informed the Council that they were not able to purchase and resell the SmartWater security product to the residents. It was agreed that this would need to be done via an individual or community group such as Neighbourhood Watch.  

14.  Borough Council Leadership Fund:
The Council considered the option of using this fund to supply SmartWater to the residents. DWP to contact Cllr Rutt


15. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature and agreed:

101023
VHMC


   

      10.00
101024
ACRE 





      34.00

101025
John O’Conner



    287.22
101026
Clerk Salary and Expenses

                576.00

101027
British Legion



                  30.00
101028
Web Site and Methodist Hall


      37.25

b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         62,412.28
Business Reserve




              164.53
Community Account


            
           5,159.92
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Less Allocation for Village Hall


         62,740.00
Total:





                       4,996.73
                                                                                                                                          

16.  Correspondence:

Amongst other correspondence were the following items:

Minutes – Cottingham, Gretton and East Carlton PC’s 
Government Office – Communities in Control
Northants NHS – Have Your Say
Clerks and Councils Direct                        
CBC – Heritage Newsletter
CPRE – Countryside Voice / Fly-tipping Toolkit
ACRE – ViewPoint / Playing Field / Annual Report / Village Hall Newsletter
Northants Police – Newsletter
East Midlands Regional Assembly – Partial Review
Letter – NCC  re Restructuring Northants Highways



17.  Any Other Business:
Cllr Claypole gave her apologies for the next meeting.

 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35 pm  
Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 17th December 2008.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234

