                               MIDDLETON PARISH COUNCIL                  

                                                                                                              389
The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 16th September 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Phillipson (Chair), Ainge, Alvey, Cole, Dickens, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk), PC John Meadwell, County Cllr Heggs, Richard Woodhouse (MGWSP)  and Sarah Barnwell (NCC Community Liaison Officer).
1.  Apologies for Absence:     Cllr Claypole.  
2.  Declaration of Interest:      Cllr Phillipson declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Middleton Village Hall project.         

3. Minutes of 15th July 2009
The minutes were duly approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Cole 
                   Seconded Cllr Dickens

4.  Matters Arising:

There were no matters arising. 



5. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

The Chairman welcomed the visitors.
Richard Woodhouse introduced Sarah Barnwell and outlined their aim to localise meetings for parishes rather than attend Annual Conferences to discuss their requirements. It was suggested that the Rural Area Forum meetings would be an ideal forum. Sarah Barnwell outlined her role to promote relations between County Highways and the local communities and highlighted a pot of money to be spent at her discretion on small issues such as signage.

Cllr Heggs drew attention to inadequate bus facility for wheel chair users. The Chairman 

informed Cllr Heggs that the Parish Council had devised a detailed questionnaire regarding rural transport and asked that he pursue with Corby Borough. Chairman to send copy of questionnaire to Cllr Heggs (action DP). 

PC Meadwell detailed the incidents of crime in the village. The problem of parking on footways and the possibility of issuing warning notes to offenders was discussed.  
The Chairman thanked the visitors who duly left the meeting. 

(Meeting closed to the public.)                            



6. Cottingham and Middleton Community Hall:
The Chairman gave notice of a meeting on 18th September with Corby Borough and the solicitor regarding car parking, leasing, funding and maintenance. The Council approved the architects fee of £6,099.60.


7. Static Caravan, Rockingham Road, Cottingham:
The Council commented that they were aware of the Stop Notice put on by Corby Borough Council. 

8. Highways:
Overhanging trees, Darescroft – The Clerk to write to owner requesting that they are cut back (action JM).
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Road Markings, Lightfoot Lane – It was observed that the lack of road markings on this close are a potential hazard regarding right of way. Clerk to contact Highways (action JM).


9. Jitty between Darescroft and Glover Court:
The Chairman suggested that this jitty should be named and asked the Council to consider recommendations for the next meeting. 


10. Planning:
09/00339/DPA  32a Main Street   Timber and Glass  Balcony    The Council observed that they had no concerns with this application other than if it compromised the privacy of its neighbours.
Appeal - Unauthosised Travellers Site, Ashley Road    The Chairman circulated details of this appeal and said that as yet no decision has been reached. The Chairman has arranged a meeting with Phil Hope MP on 22nd October to discuss ODPM circular 01/06 and its potential impact on development in rural landscapes.


11. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature:

101049
Smartwater



           
 984.00
101050
VHMC Hall Hire



   11.00
101051
Grass Cutting




 240.00

101052
Clerk Salary and Expenses


 605.25
b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         62,412.28
Business Reserve




              165.81
Community Account


            
           5,422.93
Less Allocation for Village Hall


         63,740.00
Total:





                       4,261.02
                                                                                                                                          

12. VHMC (Annexe):
In Cllr Claypole’s absence there was nothing to report.


13. Distribution of Smartwater:
Box of Smartwater has been received and is now awaiting distribution. The Council agreed to distribute at the next parish meeting on a first come first served basis. Cllr Phillipson to draft a note to be circulated to every household (action DP). 


14. Replacement of Litter Bins:
The Council observed the poor state of the current litter bins. Clerk to contact Corby Borough regarding replacements (action JM). 


15.  Correspondence:

Northants Police – Parish Crime Figures (e-mailed)
CBC – Rural Pride Newsletter / Rural Area Forum Consultation Document
CBC – Full Council Minutes

Clerks and Councils Direct
NCALC - Update
NCC – Highways Permit Scheme
Letter – NCC re Parish Path Wardens / Highways Annual Conference
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16. Late Entry Correspondence:
There was none. 


17.  Any Other Business:
Cllr Dickens drew attention to the Grass Cutting areas to be added to the Camsdale Walk cutting schedule. Matter to be placed on next agenda.


 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.32 pm   
Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 21st October 2009.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234

