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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 21st September 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Phillipson (Chair), Ainge, Cole, and MacDonald and Hicks, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk), PCSO Nathan Murray, CBC (Rural Pride) Ms Suzanne Preston and seven members of the public. 

1.  Apologies for Absence:     Cllrs Hicks, Brant and Borough Cllr Riley

2.  Declaration of Interest:      Cllr Phillipson declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Middleton Village Hall project.

         



3. Minutes: The minutes of 20th July 2011 were duly approved and signed.

                   Proposed Cllr Cole     

                   Seconded Cllr MacDonald   

4.  Matters Arising:

There were no matters arising.



5. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

The Chairman welcomed the visitors

Rural Pride Report

Ms Preston discussed the intended No Cold Calling Zone and asked that the various parish councils each donate £100 towards signage etc. The suggested area designated in Middleton is to be Darescroft / Lightfoot Lane and Cannam Close. 

Ms Preston also informed of ‘Environmental and Crime Prevention’ action days on 15/16/17th November where the team would be looking at amongst other things dog fouling, speeding and anti graffiti. 
Police Report   

PCSO Murray outlined crimes in the area.

Affordable Housing

Much concern was aired here, the public expressed their opposition to the project on many grounds and felt they lacked information. 

The Chairman thanked the visitors who duly left the meeting. 

(Meeting closed to the public.)       



6. Highways:

Water Pump, School Hill – The Chair was pleased to report that this has been repaired free of charge and is now in working order.

Speeding – It was noted that the Community Speedgun had not been used in the parish for some time. The Council agreed to write to Police Inspector formally requesting its presence in the village (action JM).



7. Housing Needs Survey:

After much discussion the Council agreed to write a detailed letter to every household to coincide with the questionnaire from Metropolitan Housing Partnership (MHP). The Council spent much time adapting this questionnaire, removing any leading question that may be misinterpreted to agree a need for affordable housing in the village. It was agreed to submit the amended version to MHP for circulation. 
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8. Grantscape:

The Chair was please to announce the receipt of a formal funding offer of £65,500 for the Orchard project. The Council agreed to pay some initial sums in the process, later to be reimbursed from the grant money. 


9. Planning:

10/00367/RVC    Ashley Road Travellers Site   Removal of Condition 1  – CBC Planning Refused. 



10. Welcome Pack:

In Cllr Brant’s absence, the Chair reported that Middleton had included their part in the Welcome Pack and this would be printed as needed. 



11. East Carlton Park – Future Planning:

Defer to next meeting.



12. National Planning Policy Framework:

The Chair informed the Council of the Government’s significant change to planning laws, particularly with reference to Green belt areas and proposed that a formal response be made based upon that of CPRE. The Council agreed. 



13. Grass Cutting:

The Council felt that on the whole the quality of the cut was good but agreed each member would continue to monitor in their locality. 



14. No Cold Calling Zone: 

The Council agreed funding of £100 to support this project. 



15. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature and agreed:

101119
BDO External Audit


                 144.00

101120
Forever Green



                 375.00

101121
Clerk Salary and Expenses


     614.00

101122
Besthost - Website



      17.25

101123
Cottingham VHMC


                  45.75

b)  SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




         58,609.57

Business Reserve




              165.97

Community Account


            
         10,059.96

Less Allocation for Village Hall


         59,983.00

Total:





                       8,852.50

                                                                                                                                          

16.  Correspondence:

Amongst other correspondence were the following items:

Minutes –Weldon and Gretton (e-mailed)

CBC - Rural Area Forum Minutes / Full Council Minutes

NCALC – Update

CPRE Agenda (e-mailed)

Clerks and Councils Direct

Letter NCC re Minerals and Waste Development Framework
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17. Late Entry Correspondence:

There was none. 



18. Business for next meeting :

East Carlton Park Future Planning.

New Parish Noticeboard.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm  

Minutes to be ratified at the next meeting on the 19th October 2011.

Signed…………………………….Chairman              Date……………………………



Clerk:     Mrs J Medwell    3 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough LE16 8YU                 Tel: 01536 771234


