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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 18th October 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Annexe, Cottingham.

Present:   Cllrs Brant (Chair), Cole (Vice Chair), Bradshaw, Freeman and Hicks, Mrs Medwell (Parish Clerk), Borough Cllr Rutt and County Councillor Heggs.
1.  Apologies for Absence:     Cllrs Cross and Thomas. 
2.  Declarations of Interest:    Cllr Freeman declared an interest in item 12.

         



3. Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting on 23rd August 2016 were duly approved and signed by the Chair.
                   Proposed Cllr Cole        Seconded Cllr Bradshaw                     

4.  Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising by the minutes not covered on the agenda. 


5. Meeting Open for Public Participation:

The Chair welcomed the visitor.
The Council thanked County Councillor Heggs for his involvement in organising the repair of the finger post at the junction of Ashley Road and Wire Lane and reminded him that the ‘Give Way’ sign there was still awaiting repair. The Council raised the cleaning of road signs, Cllr Heggs said that new NCC contractors were working their way around the County.
Borough Cllr Rutt informed the Council that the overhanging foliage from East Carlton Park on to The Hill would be cut back imminently and that the overgrown Wood Lane had been reported. The Council raised the tree blocking the Jurassic Way along Occupation Lane. Cllr Rutt also reported on local sheep rustling. 

The Chair thanked the visitors who duly left the meeting at 7.55 pm.

(Meeting closed to the public.)      


6. New Village Hall and Recreational Ground:
The Chair informed the Council that new architectural drawings had been produced at the request of Corby Borough Council to angle the new hall towards the middle of the football pitch. The next stage is to inform Sport England.   

7. Orchard and Open Space:
Maintenance – The Council noted that local gardener Richard Thomas had been contacted and was in the process of quoting for winter maintenance. It was agreed to ask him to look at the Culvert too (action JM). The Clerk informed the Council that Eliminate had been contacted regarding the moles and work to eradicate was scheduled imminently. The Council agreed to purchase an apple picker to harvest the apples in the orchard. 
Japanese Knotweed – There was nothing further to report at this stage. 



8. Highways, Lighting and Rights of Way: 
Purchase of Barriers on Swinglers Path – The Council noted that the barriers had been erected along Swinglers Path. Cllr Freeman agreed to organise the necessary reflectors for the bollards (action TF). 
Speed Warning Signs – The Chair informed the Council that NCC Highways Steve Barber had said the trial speed activated warning sign would be sited on Ashley Road within the.
Signed…………………………….Chair              Date……………………………      
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next week
Lighting Update – The Council noted correspondence from a local resident regarding the faulty light outside 25 Ashley Road. This has been reported. The Council discussed the need for an additional light on the footpath alongside the culvert in Glover Court. The Clerk will pursue this with Northants County Council (action JM). The Clerk will also chase up the repair to the obelisk light (action JM).    


9.  Safety Review of Parish Assets:
Cllr Cole had carried out an inspection of the parish assets and stated that other than the benches in the orchard which still needed re-oiling, all were in order and fit for purpose. The clerk will chase up Steve Morphy regarding the benches (action JM).


10.  Defibrillator Project:
The Council discussed the next steps for this initiative in terms of suitable ways of accessing the defibrillator once installed in the box. A sub-group of Cllr Freeman, Cllr Bradshaw and Cllr Brant had met to consider the practicalities of installation and had undertaken some cleaning of the box. 
The case containing the defibrillator is usually locked, with a code being required before the defibrillator can be accessed. The code can be issued to all residents of the village by the Parish Council and by the emergency services once a 999 call has been made. The Community Heartbeat Trust has advised however, that occasionally the emergency services do not have a record of the code if the call has been redirected away from the local emergency services call centre. Further research will be undertaken into the experience of other Councils who have installed such defibrillators, before a decision is made about the locking of the defibrillator case. 
The Chair advised that the Community Heartbeat Trust (CHT) can provide a management solution through which it will take on ownership of the equipment and take on theft, damage and public liability insurance etc for an annual fee of £126. The Council agreed that this was a cost effective option. The CHT also has an agreement with BT whereby it can arrange for BT to provide the power for the defibrillator (there appears not be power within the box at the moment) and for installation of a telephone within the box, which can make 999 calls only. 
The sub-group will make further enquiries and report back before a final decision is made.


11.  Litter Pick:

The Council agreed the date of Sunday 6th November, 12.30 pm meet at the Orchard for the next litter pick. The clerk will pass this date on to Cottingham Parish Council in the hope that it will join in (action JM). Cllr Hicks agreed to organise the necessary equipment (action GH). Posters will be displayed on the notice board and in the shop (action JM). 

12. Planning:
16/00417/DPA  16 Main Street   Partial Demolition of Double Garage and Construction of New Dwelling – The Council discussed this application and considered that the proposed development did not comply with the principles for development in the Conservation Area as set out in the Cottingham and Middleton Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan. The Council also considered that the revised proposals to address the concern of the Planning Inspector regarding the privacy of the occupants of Cannam House were not sufficient to mitigate the loss of privacy that this development would comprise. The Council agreed to object to the planning application on these grounds and to draft a letter to Corby BC accordingly. 
Signed…………………………….Chair              Date……………………………      
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13. Finance:
a)   The following cheques were presented for signature and unanimously agreed:
101358                     BDO – External Audit                                           120.00

101359

Besthost  - Website 




    17.25

101360                    Green Thumb – September Orchard                      63.00
101361

Cottingham VHMC – July Hall Hire

    18.00

101362

Clerk – Sept/Oct Salary and Expenses
             589.09
101363

Steve Morphy – Grass Cutting                              210.00

101364

Wilko – Stationery                                                   33.24

101365

Robert Rutt – Bollards, Swinglers Path                 450.00
SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings




              
       55,651.85
Business Reserve




                 
            166.41
Community Account


            
                
        10,811.32
Less Allocation for Village Hall


              
        49,590.50

Total:





                                         17,039.08    
b) The Council unanimously approved the bank reconciliation which was then duly signed by the Chair.


14. Correspondence:                                                                                                      

Amongst other correspondence were the following items for information, all e-mailed:
CBC -  Rural Days of Action  
NCALC –   eUpdate / Notice of Annual General Meeting 8th October
NCC – Consolidation of Definitive Map and Statement

NNJPU – Joint Core Stategy

Email – Regarding concern over gates erected on the disused railway track north of the village.
The Council noted this correspondence regarding the disused railway track and observed that according to the Ordinance Survey Map of the area, currently the disused railway track is neither a public right of way nor a bridle path. Councillors were not aware of any recent change to the disused railway track and as the author of the email had not attended the meeting to discuss the matter, the exact nature of the concern was not clear.

15.  Business for next meeting:
2017/18 Budget Setting.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.08 pm  
Minutes to be ratified at the next Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 15th November 2016
Signed…………………………….Chair              Date……………………………


Clerk:  Mrs J Medwell   5 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough   LE16 8YU      Tel: 01536 771232
