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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 9th April 2024 at 6.45 pm in Cottingham and Middleton Village Hall Annex. 

Present:   Cllrs Coughlan (Chair), Cole, Denton, Boucher and Bowyer, Mrs Medwell (Clerk) and Police Liaison Representative Del Robertson.


1. To approve apologies for absence:
PC Brad Wilson


2. Co-option of New Councillor:

The Council agreed to co-opt Ms Katy Bowyer to fill the pre-existing casual vacancy. 

Proposed Cllr Boucher         Seconded Cllr Denton         All in favour. 

Cllr Bowyer duly completed and signed the Members Register of Interest, Code of Conduct and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the clerk.


3. Declaration of Interests on Items on the Agenda or changes to the Members Register of Interests:  

There were no Declarations of Interests. 

There were no changes to the Members Registers of Interests.


4. To authorise the Chair to sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting as a correct record.
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council on 12th March 2024 were duly approved and signed by the Chair.
                         Proposed Cllr Cole    Seconded Cllr Denton


5.  Matter arising from the minutes, not listed on the agenda:
There were no matters arising.


6.  Meeting Open to the public:
There was nothing raised.


7. Monthly Crime Report:
In the absence of PC Brad Wilson, PLR Del Robertson gave the following report:
The crime and anti-social behaviour figures for MARCH 2024: 
CRIMES – ONE
SEX OFFENCE (24000164324): HISTORIC – DOMESTIC (ENQUIRIES ONGOING)

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR INCIDENTS – NONE

Mr Robertson once again expressed his frustration at the limited level of communication and information given in these reports.



8. Orchard and Open Space:  
There was nothing to report at this point.  


9. Highways, Signage, Footpaths, Grit Bins, Lighting:
The Hill / Triangle – The Council continues to chase NNC for the outstanding signage works to instate chevrons on the bend and to replace the damaged Middleton sign. 
20 mph Advisory Boards – The Chair advised that she had put up the boards at suitable locations around the village. 
Footpaths – Councillors had recently walked the local footpaths and all appeared to be clear. The Council will keep a watchful eye on motorbikes using Wood Lane.

Lighting – All parish lighting currently appeared to be in good working order. Residents were urged to contact the Council should they notice any faulty lights.


10. Parish Assets and Events:
It was noted that all assets were all in order. 
The Defibrillator had been checked and is in order. 


11. Annual Accountability and Governance:

(i)  Approval of Certificate of Exemption 2023/24
The Council noted that its gross income or expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year ending 31st March 2024 and therefore agreed to certify itself as exempt from a limited assurance review under section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015.

Proposed Cllr Boucher      Seconded Cllr Cole      All in favour
The Certificate of Exemption was then duly signed by the Chair and Responsible Financial Officer and will be returned to the External Auditor.
(ii)  Internal Audit 2023/24
The accounts had been presented for internal audit and were found to be in good order with no issues raised. 

(iii) Approval of Approval of Annual Governance Statement 2023/24
The Council considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement 2023/24.

Proposed Cllr Denton            Seconded   Cllr Boucher      All in favour
This was duly signed by the Chair and Responsible Financial Officer

Approval of Annual Accounting Statement 2023/24
The Clerk had prepared the 2023/24 Financial Accounts in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and circulated prior to the meeting. 

The Council considered and approved the Annual Accounting Statement 2023/24
Proposed Cllr Coughlan           Seconded   Cllr Cole      All in favour
This was duly signed by the Chair and Responsible Financial Officer.



12. Planning:
There were no planning applications to consider .

 There were no further updates on planning matters.
Signed………………………………………………………. Chair              Date…………………….………………….
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13. Finance:
a)   The following BACS payments were presented and unanimously agreed: 

	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT element
	Legal Authority

	S Morphy
	Grass Cutting
	£265.00
	
	s.111 LGA 1972

	NCALC
	Membership
	£333.68
	£2.40
	s.143 LGA 1972

	VHMC
	Hall Hire
	£12.00
	
	s.111 LGA 1972

	Zurich
	Insurance
	£167.44
	
	s.111 LGA 1972

	Amazon
	Office Expenses
	£40.53
	£5.76
	s.111 LGA 1972

	I Arnott
	Audit
	£150.00
	
	s.111 LGA 1972


SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                        

National Savings



 
                                               £283.39
Unity Trust Account


            
                                                         £4,148.17
Total:





                                                         £4,431.56
b) The Council approved the bank reconciliation which was then duly signed by the Chair.


14. Correspondence:     
There was no further correspondence to consider.


15. Exchange of Information:

It was brought to the Council’s attention that concrete spoils may be being poured down the drains by the workmen converting the Nazz Lounge. Cllr Bowyer undertook to speak to the workman about this to ensure this does not happen (action KB).
The Chair referred to plans to upgrade the  children’s playpark at the playing field play area. Cllrs Bowyer and Coughlan will join a working group along with residents and representatives from Cottingham Parish Council to look at taking this forward.
Those residents who don’t already and wish to receive information by email, please contact Jane Smith on jane@le.com . 


16.  Business for next meeting:  
Nothing identified at present.


17. Date of Next Meeting which will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting:

Tuesday 14th May 2024
Cllr Denton offered her apologies for this meeting at this point.

There will be no meeting in June.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.35 pm. 
Signed………………………………………………………. Chair              Date…………………….………………….


Clerk:  Mrs J Medwell   5 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough   LE16 8YU              Tel: 07813 696387                                                                                                                                                  
