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The Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 6.30 pm in Cottingham and 
Middleton Village Hall Annex.  
 

Present: Cllrs Coughlan (Chair), Boucher, Denton and Bowyer, Mrs Medwell (Clerk), PLR Del Robertson and 
NNC Cllrs D and H Howes. 

 
1. To approve apologies for absence:   
There were none. 

  
2. Declaration of Interests on Items on the Agenda or changes to the Members Register of Interests:   
There were no Declarations of Interests.  
There were no changes to the Members Registers of Interests. 

 
3. To authorise the Chair to sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting as a correct record. 
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council on 6th November 2025 were duly approved and signed by 
the Chair. 

                         Proposed Cllr Denton            Seconded Cllr Bowyer 

 
4.  Matter arising from the minutes, not listed on the agenda: 
There were no matters arising. 

 
5. To consider Councillor Vacancies: 
The Council currently has three vacant Councillor positions. It was agreed that the Clerk will follow up with 
individuals who have previously expressed an interest in joining the Council. Additionally, a notice regarding 
these vacancies will be placed in the forthcoming newsletter to encourage further expressions of interest 
from members of the community. 

 
6.  Meeting Open to the public: 
There was nothing raised. 

  
77..  NNNNCC  CCoouunncciilllloorr  RReeppoorrtt::  
NNC Cllr D Howes reported that the NNC budgets have been finalised and that the consultation period is 
now open. He stated that, contrary to prior intentions, NNC has implemented a 4.99% increase in council tax 
due to escalating costs associated with adult social care and children’s services.  

 
88..  MMoonntthhllyy  CCrriimmee  RReeppoorrtt::  
PLR Roberton reported to the Council that there have been no recorded incidents of crime or antisocial 
behaviour in the parish during the last two months. In response to concerns previously raised regarding 
speeding in the area, he will follow up with the police to request that speed checks be carried out in the 
village. 
 

PCSO 7074 ALI WALLACE can be contacted via e-mail on alison.wallace@northants.police.uk  
The Neighbourhood Policing Team can be contacted via NPT-CorbyTown@northants.pnn.police.uk 

  
9. Orchard and Open Space:   
The Council observed that the Glover Court side of the orchard has now been cleared. Following this, it was 
agreed to appoint Steve Morphy to undertake maintenance of the orchard, as well as the culvert and 
obelisk, on an as-needed basis. The Clerk will contact Mr Morphy to confirm these arrangements (action 
JM).  
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10.  Highways, Signage, Footpaths, Grit Bins, Lighting: 
Highways – The Council discussed the deteriorating condition of Ashley Road, noting in particular the 
presence of subsidence and a significant number of potholes. It was agreed that this poses a hazard to road 
users, especially after dark, and that remedial action is essential. The Chair undertook to write to both Head 
of Highways officer, Graeme Kane and Chris McGiffen, who is the Portfolio Holder for Highways, regarding 
these concerns and with a request for an engineer to inspect the road as soon as possible (action SC). 
 

Residents were reminded that the old A427 does not form part of the gritting schedule and should be 
avoided during icy weather conditions. 
 

Cllr Bowyer raised the drain on The Hill which was full of leaves. She will report on fix my street (action KB). 

  
11. To consider the implications of the Community Governance Review and agree on the Council’s approach 
to engagement: 
The Council noted the upcoming Community Governance review, which will allow parishes to assess council 
size and structure, parish boundaries and community representation.  
 

The Council agreed to proceed with the required consultation process as part of the review particularly with 
regards to reviewing the parish boundary and number of councillors. 

  
12. Big 50: 
The Chair reported from the NCALC Big 50 Introduction Event–  aa  llong-term, unified vision for how North 
Northamptonshire will grow, improve and develop by 2050. It is a collaboration between the public sector, 
businesses, education and healthcare providers, community groups and residents to work together from this 
point to make improvements now and build on those improvements up to 2050.   
Presentation slides have been circulated to all councillors. 

  
1133..  PPaarriisshh  AAsssseettss  aanndd  EEvveennttss::  
It was noted that all assets including the defibrillator were all in order.    
First fete meeting will take place on 21st January.  

 
14. Upgrade of Children’s Play Park: 
The Council considered the recent correspondence from NNC regarding the ownership and maintenance of 
Play Area and the proposed service level agreement (SLA) offered by NNC from April 2027. The Council 
agreed that the SLA did not represent best value and therefore to use a local, independent play area 
inspector to carry out an annual inspection at a fraction of the price. It was suggested to use Seagrave 
Inspections, who could undertake an initial comprehensive inspection which would then form the basis of a 
clear and practical checklist as part of a monthy check carried out by the two parish councils. The Council 
also agreed that although the play equipment was deemed by NNC to belong to Cottingham Parish Council, 
it would like to remain actively involved in the ongoing management and inspection of the play area, given 
its shared use.  

  
1155..  PPllaannnniinngg::  
25/01352/FUL  Woolpack Farm. Change of Use for Office and Coffee Roasting 
The Council supported this application. 
 

There was no further information on the Peasedale or Oakley Park sites.  

 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………. Chair              Date…………………….…………………. 
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16. Finance: 
a)   The following BACS payments were presented and unanimously agreed:  
 
Payee Details Amount VAT  Legal Authority 
S Morphy Grass Cutting / Maintenance £450.00  OSA 1906 s.15 
Information Commissioner Data Protection £52.00  Data Protection Act 2018 
VHMC November Hall Hire   £6.00  s.111 LGA 1972 
Krystal Hosting Website Dec/Jan   £17.40 £2.80 s.111 LGA 1972 
 
SUMMARY OF BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Unity Trust Current Account                                           £2,067.71 
Unity Trust Savings Account                                                                 £10,435.57 
  

Total:                                                                     £12,503.28 
  

b) The Council approved the bank reconciliation which was then duly signed by the Chair. 
  

17. Correspondence and Exchange of Information: 
There was no further exchange of information.  
Those residents who don’t already and wish to receive information by email, please contact Jane Smith on 
jane@le.com .  

  
18.  Business for next meeting:   
Review of Risk Assessment 

 
19. Date of Next Meeting: 
Tuesday 10th March 2026 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.30 pm.  
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………. Chair              Date…………………….…………………. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk:  Mrs J Medwell   5 Main Street, Middleton, Market Harborough   LE16 8YU              Tel: 07813 696387                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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